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AREA AND POPULATION OF THE WESTERN  BORDER LANDS

Ar&a       Estimated population

(Sq. miles)               (*939)
W.   Byelorussia   and

W. Ukraine .         .    75,200             12,500,000

N. Bukhovina .         .       2,300                  500,000

Bessarabia        .         .     17,100               3,200,000

NOTE ON THE POLISH FRONTIER QUESTION
(Seep. 514)

The Gurzon Line was based on the ethnographical findings of the
Polish Affairs Commission of the Peace Conference and was accepted
by the Soviet Government as the Polish-Soviet frontier. Poland,
however, seized the Lithuanian district of Vilna in 1919 and attacked
the Soviet Union in 1920. By the Treaty of Riga (1921) the U.S.S.R.
was compelled to accept a new frontier much farther east, leaving
over 9 million Byelorussians and Ukrainians in the new Polish State.
The population figures at p. 514 possibly give too much weight to
the proportion of Poles. An article in The Times (January 12,1944)
gives some reasons for doubting official Polish statistics, and comes
to the conclusion that out of a total population of about 11J millions
east of the Gurzon Line, there were hardly more than 2j.V million
Poles.
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